
ca. 1000 BC  First settlement on the site that would later be called 
Rome. 

753 BC  The standard date for the founding of Rome by 
Romulus and Remus.  From this date onwards follow the reigns of 
the 7 Kings, starting with Romulus. 

509 BC  Lucius Junius Brutus overthrows the 7th king, 
Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, and establishes a republic. Senate, not 
a monarch, as primary ruling body. 



 

SENATUS POPULUSQUE ROMANUS 
The Senate and the Roman People 

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC: Starts 509 BC 



Roman region, ca. 320 BC 

264-201 BC  The first two Punic 
Wars with Carthage.  Syracuse is 
defeated by the Romans in this 
period.  Hannibal, the Carthaginian 
general, roams the Italian 
penninsula during this time as well.  
The Roman Republic expands....  

Roman lands, ca. 220 BC 

Lucius Quinctius [Quintius] Cincinnatus 
(519 BC – 430 BC?)  The ideal Roman 
republican.  



… and expands… 

ca. 70 BC 

ca. 40 BC 

… and expands… 



ROME 



The Republican government is generally strong until Julius 
Caesar, a military general with great popular support and lots 
of booty from his conquests, competes with the Senate for 
control of the Republic.   

49 BC  Casear crosses the Rubicon River with his men. Takes 
over Rome, becomes dictator in charge... FAPP, king. 



Another powerful military commander with his own 
huge army, Pompey, annexes the Palestine/Israel region 
in 63 BC.  I mention this in particular because it is 
relevant to our discussions this week.  [Jewish Revolt in 
70 AD.] 

[Lucretius lived ca. 100-ca. 55 BC] 

44 BC--Julius Caesar assassinated. 

The Republic is in trouble.  Various leaders emerge and 
merge. 



31 BC--Octavian (a.k.a. Augustus) defeated the combined 
forces of Cleopatra and Marc Antony in the naval battle of 
Actium (near Greece).  Egypt was annexed as a province of 
Rome.  The Ptolemaic dynasty (of which Cleopatra was a 
part) was over.  Egypt now Roman. 
The Republic, as a functioning republic, is effectively over 
as well.  Ocatvian (Augustus) consolidates his power and 
“eliminates” his political and military enemies.  Proscription. 

31 BC-14 AD—Octavian’s rule.  In 27 BC he changes his 
name to Caesar Augustus and in effect becomes the first 
emperor though he pretends that Rome is still a republic.  He 
dies in 14 AD. 

  4 or 5 BC [not well established] – Jesus born. 



The Roman Empire ca. 20 AD 



Annunciation: by Rogier Van der Weyden, ca. 1450 



Van der Weyden 
ca. 1450 



Van der Weyden 
ca. 1450 



Caesar Augustus (d. 14 AD) 



Pantheon- 
27 BC. 



Built in honor of the gods involved in the Battle of Actium. 
Agrippa was Augustus’ son-in-law and was assumed to be the next Emperor, but 

he died before Augustus. 



The dome is more than 4 
ft. bigger than the dome of 
St. Peter’s, built about 
1500 years later, and it has 
that cool oculus. 



THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

The Julio-Claudian Dynasty 14-68 A.D., was the Dynasty 
that Augustus started. It consisted of: Tiberius, Caligula, 
Claudius, and Nero.  All except Claudius were pretty 
terrible Emperors. 

14-37 AD—Emperor (Caesar)  Tiberius, stepson of Caesar 
Augustus 

    

ca. 30-33 AD - Execution of Jesus happened during his reign. 



Tiberius Caesar Augustus 42 BC-37AD 





Jesus in non-Christian historical documents  
The Roman historian Tacitus mentions that Christus, the leader of a group named after 
him, was put to death under Tiberius (ca. 30) via his procurator Pontius Pilate.  [The 
authenticity of this reference is heavily disputed.] 

Josephus, the Jewish/Roman historian, refers to Jesus as a trouble maker making 
problems for Jewish-Roman relations according to early Christian writers, but the 
actual text no longer exists and it is very likely a forgery.  Another highly dubious text 
attributed to Josephus paints Jesus in a very divine light.  Another less debated text 
simply mentions Jesus as the brother of James but not as anything particularly special.  
In any event, Josephus seems to have, at the very least, referred to him.  Josephus is a 
tricky fellow to study.  Everybody wants a piece of him and everybody wants him to 
support their beliefs so his writings have been altered and edited and distorted and 
interpreted. 

In general, the Romans didn’t really care about Jesus.  He was a trivial matter in Roman 
eyes.  It is likely that most people were completely unaware of his existence in the 1st 
century. 

To your average Roman, Christianity was either a flavor of Judiasm or it was an exotic 
cult that drank blood and ate human flesh.   



37-41 AD--Emperor (Caesar) Caligula (“Little Boots”) —absolutely insane ruler. 
He is ultimately assassinated.   

41-54 AD-- (Caesar) Claudius—not too bad of a ruler. He was thought to have 
been a bit “slow.”  But he is rule was competent.  

54-68 AD--(Caesar) Nero—Another insane Emperor. Had his mother killed 
(drowning didn't work... so he had her stabbed).  Killed his aunt.  Executed his 
first wife... kicked his pregnant 2nd wife to death.  Raped Vestal Virgins.  
Married a castrated boy in weird ceremony.  [would recite his poetry for hours 
on end to the senate... nobody dared fall asleep] 

It is suspected that he burned down much of Rome in 64 AD in order make room 
for his personal building projects: magnificent palaces and the like.  It is said 
that he “fiddled while Rome burned.”  More likely he played the lyre… or this 
story was simply made up.  Tacitus claims that Nero blamed those pesky, 
atheistis, the Christians for the fire.  But this section of Tacitus does not jibe 
with other sections and is considered a later addition.  Nero was despised by 
most of the people and most of his statues were defaced after his death.   

 Finally, everybody had had enough.  Nero knew they were coming to kill or 
arrest him.  He committed suicide in 68. 



Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, 37-68 AD 



ca. 100 AD 



Flavian Dynasty 69-96: Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, et al. 
   66-73- Jewish Revolt 
   70 AD- Siege of Jerusalem by Romans under Titus   
   73 Masada story 
 ca. 70-72 Coliseum built by the Emperor Vespasian. Jewish booty. 
 79 AD: Vesuvius Explodes and buries Pompeii and other towns. 

[Plutarch- ca. 46 - ca. 125 AD] 

The Age of the Antonines (Dynasty) 96-192: Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus 
Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Commodus 

Emperor Trajan r. 98-117 
Emperor Hadrian r. 117-138: Large campaign into England. 

[Ptolemy- ca. 100- ca. 175 AD] 
[Galen - ca. 129- ca. 201 AD] 

Early Christian leaders…   
 -Irenaeus c.130-c.200     cranky 
 -Tertullian c.160-225  another  meany; against philosophy 
 -Probably hundreds of Gospels floating around.  New Testament Canon is not yet 
fully selected.     
 Christian persecution grows and grows.  …skip ahead… 



Vesuvius from Pompeii



Vesuvius has erupted about three dozen times 
since 79 A.D., most recently from 1913-1944. 



Reconstruction 
as seen from 

Pompeii in 79 
AD. 



Pliny the Elder’s route.  Pliny wrote one of the definitive books on ancient science, 
Natural History.  He probably died from a heart attack while rescuing some friends who 

were at Stabiae.   



Herculanium: 79 A.D. 

Mud slides did much of the damage. 













The skeletal remains of a 
young woman killed by the 
eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in A.D. 79. The 
skeleton, unearthed from 
the ruins of Herculaneum 
in 1982, was named the 
"Ring Lady" because of the 
emerald and ruby rings 
found on the woman's left 
hand. Two gold bracelets 
and gold earrings were also 
found by the woman's side, 
two pairs of earrings that 
seemed to contain pearls. 





Reconstruction of a cubiculum (bedroom) 
from the Villa of P. Fannius Synistor at 
Boscoreale, ca. 40-30 B.C.; Late Republican



Pompei, 79 AD 

Hot volcanic ash did most of the damage. 









Roman Bakery, Pompeii 







Palestra, Pompeii 

















While digging up Pompeii, archeologists found numerous cavities,  
which when filled with plaster, were found to be human remains. 



















Note the instruments… 







Constructed by the 
Emperor Domitian 
after the death of 
his brother Titus 
(41-81 AD) 

Titus is of the 
Flavian Dynasty 
and also built the 
Colosseum. 



SPQR 
spliced onto 

deified Emperor. 



Titus and Victory  
on one side. 



Spoils from the 
Sack of 
Jerusalem, ca. 70 
AD. on the other. 







Masada 
Siege ended 73 AD. 







Colosseum - Could seat 50,000 [Davies claims 87k] 
Named for Colossus Statue of Nero that was once on the site. Nero ruled 54-68 AD.   

Emperor Vespasian started the actual construction of this building ca. 70-72 AD.   
It is thought that it was in large part paid for by the booty from the Jewish Revolt. 

Also called the Flavian 
Amphitheater because 

it was constructed by 
the emperors 

Vespasian, Titus, and 
Domician of the Flavian 

dynasty.  



Reconstruction 

The Colosseus of Nero (in the nude), changed to 
the Sun God due to the universal hatred of Nero, 
was still standing in 354 AD.  It was 120 feet tall 
(the Statue of Liberty is 151’).   

-Coin of Gordianius III (238-244 CE)   





Here is the amphitheatre at Capua.  Its wooden floor is missing, but this 
allows you to see all the trap doors and the infra/sub-structure. 



…which is also discernable at the Colosseum, though in worse shape. 



Here is how the trap 
doors worked.  

 Animals and men 
could appear like 
magic.  Any number 
of machines were 
employed to make the 
spectacle all the more 
like a special effects 
extravaganza. 



The subfloor is clear in this reconstructed model. 
Better seats for the upper classes. 



Gladiators could come from 
all classes of society, 
however the majority were 
prisoners, slaves, or from the 
lowest classes.  They could 
be immensely popular like 
rock stars.  They were also 
considered savage.  A bit like 
how rock stars are considered 
morally repugnant and yet 
very appealing at the same 
time. 

Gladiator’s Oath: “I will 
[endure to] be burned, bound, 
beaten, and killed by the 
sword.”  

Gladiators could win their freedom and significant amounts of money.  They might 
only fight a few times per year. Once free they often took up less dangereous work 
like a trainer or a body guard. 



Various Gladiators and styles of combat. 





Bestiarius – The gladiators who fought beasts.  Generally 
considered the lowest order of gladiator. 



A day at the games was an event complete with music, food, 
maybe some trained animal tricks or acrobats, and lots and lots 

of blood.  A water organ and a horn are shown here. 



Executions of prisoners were performed 
during intermission.  People would go buy 
sausages and snacks and casually watch 
convicts die. 

Christians became an 
inexpensive way to keep 
this activity going.  The 
games were expensive 
and Christians willing to 
die for their religion 
were plentiful. 

Popular forms of 
Execution:  
-Thrown to the lions 
-Mock Battles 
-Battle reenactments 
-Burnings 
 various Tortures 
-Violent Mythology-  
     -Sometimes dramatic 
and deadly theater was 
put on… sort of  like 
snuff films 



…the myth of Dirce,  
killed by being tied to a bull. 



              above: executions 

left: graffiti showing 
popular gladiators. 



Raised index finger, 
“I concede.” 

It was then up to the audience (and the sponsor of the games) to decide 
the fate of the defeated gladiator.  Various theories about thumb 
positions are proposed… up, down, sideways, closed, waving…. 
Nobody is really sure.  It doesn’t really matter.  The audience voted 
using some sort of gesture.  There was no PA system or digital 
scoreboard.  Hand signals make sense. 





Martyrs in 
the arena. 



Blandina in 
net with bull.  
This finally 
did her in. 



Later on, mock naval battles were staged.  This drawing is highly speculative. 



Roman ruins in Turkey… 





Didyma 
Temple  

to  
Apollo 



Nyssa, Ruins of a Theater 



Aphrodesias, Stadium 





Aphrodesias, Theater 



Trajan’s Column 
and Trajan’s portrait 
head. 
2nd Century A.D. 
Conquest of the 
Dacians 





Testudo 







Emperor Trajan: r. 98-117 
Trajan confronted Christians only if they were causing 

trouble.  If they acted with disrespect to the Roman Emperor, 
and insisted to neglect the Roman gods they were to be 

punished, possibly executed.  It was generally a “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy.  Trajan didn’t seek them out. 

Emperor Diocletian: r. 284-306 
Persecuted Christians from 299-311 because they didn’t 
participate in civic duties which included pagan rituals.  
Many died, but this was not a systematic Empire-wide 

policy.  The objective was not to eliminate Christianity as a 
whole.  Later in his life the Empire was in chaos with several 

“Augustuses” claiming power. 



Ostia Antica 



Mithreaum: Cult Meeting Place: Ostia 



Hot Food at Ostia 
Calderium 



A Toilet: Occupied 
Ostia 





312 AD: Constantine becomes an emperor.  

The “myth”[?] of the “Incident of the Milvian Bridge.”  Near Rome.  
When attacking another military leader (Maxentius) who claimed to 
be the Emperor Constantine supposedly had a dream.  “Under this 
sign you will conquer.”  He had his men paint the cross on their 
shields and they won.  This story is heavily disputed. 

During his reign he supported all sorts of pagan cults.  He portrayed 
himself on his coins as a pagan god.  Inscriptions made by him 
praised all sorts of pagan gods.  Christianity may have been partly a 
political move on his part.   

313 AD: Constantine ends the persecution of the Christians and 
recognizes the Christian church.  It should be noted that he 
“recognized” a lot of religions in this period, but he becomes more 
and more focused on Christianity. 



The Dream of 
Constantine 
by Piero della 
Francesca 
-15th century,  
Italy 



324 AD: He became the sole Emperor.  The chaos ended. 

325- First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea in A.D. 325 – Nicaean Creed 
written.  Christianity is fixed and defined.  The Nicaean Creed 
effectively outlaws any number of Christian sects whose views differed 
from Constantine and his favored Christian leaders. 

330 AD: Constantine builds a new capital city, Nova Roma, 
Constantinople (Byzantium) (a.k.a. Istanbul)  This sets up the move of 
the Empire from the crumbling West (Italy) to the flourishing East 
(Turkey).  Designed for Christianity.  The move east had been 
occurring for some time. 

337- Constantine's legendary conversion to Christianity on his 
deathbed.  Baptized on deathbed, but this was not at all unusual at the 
time.  He never actually established Christianity as the official religion 
of the Empire.  It wasn’t until the late 4th century that Christianity 
became the state religion and persecution of pagans began in earnest.  



English translation of the Armenian version of the Nicaean Creed from 325 AD 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of things visible and 
invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the begotten of God the Father, the Only-begotten, 
that is of the essence of the Father. 
God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten and not made; of the very same 
nature of the Father, by Whom all things came into being, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible. 
Who for us humanity and for our salvation came down from heaven, was incarnate, was made 
human, was born perfectly of the holy virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit. 
By whom He took body, soul, and mind, and everything that is in man, truly and not in 
semblance. 
He suffered, was crucified, was buried, rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven with the 
same body, [and] sat at the right hand of the Father. 
He is to come with the same body and with the glory of the Father, to judge the living and the 
dead; of His kingdom there is no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, in the uncreated and the perfect; Who spoke through the Law, 
prophets, and Gospels; Who came down upon the Jordan, preached through the apostles, and 
lived in the saints. 
We believe also in only One, Universal, Apostolic, and [Holy] Church; in one baptism in 
repentance, for the remission, and forgiveness of sins; and in the resurrection of the dead, in the 
everlasting judgment of souls and bodies, and the Kingdom of Heaven and in the everlasting life. 



Early in the 4th century AD. Eusebius (275-339), a prolific 
church historian, who gave us most of what we know of early 
church history, produced  the first surviving list of New 
Testament books that matches what we have today, putting 
them in thematic. Relying on the tradition of the church, 
Eusebius created what was probably the first Christian Bible 
as we know it today.  He also wrote a hagiography of 
Constantine.  His historical writings are treated with more than 
a pinch of salt by modern historians.   

Of interest, his Life of Constantine had been used to support 
the rule of the Hapsburg Empire (roughly modern Austria)  in 
the 18th and 19th centuries.  They traced their blood line to 
Constantine.   



Put in an Hagia Sophia part… 



410- Sack of Rome by Alaric the Visigoth, a “barbarian 
invader. 

The End of the Western Empire  
and the beginning of the Western Middle Ages (Dark Ages). 
-Huns and Goths attack Roman lands on multiple fronts. 
476- End of Western Roman Empire - Romulus Augustus, 

the last Emperor of the Western Roman Empire, is 
defeated and deposed by the Germanic “barbarian” 
Odoacer. Odoacer was an Arian (not Aryan) Christian, the 
type outlawed by the Nicaean Creed and is said to have 
been illiterate.   

-mid 6th century: about 50% of Constantinople, the center of 
the (Eastern) Roman Empire  dies from a plague.  

570- Muhammad is born.   




