
Square Sails 3000 BC - 
900 AD  
The first sailboats 
employed square sails. 
These boats successfully 
plied up and down the Nile 
and across seas for 
thousands of years, despite 
the limitations of the 
configuration. The square 
sails were pushed by the 
wind and the boat could 
only sail windward. All of 
the forces were in the same 
direction.  











Laocoön was a priest/son of Priam, the king of Troy.  He warned the 
Trojans not to allow the Horse within the city.   

He essentially says, "Beware of Greeks bearing gifts." The story is not in 
Homer, but is best known from Vergil’s Aeneid. 

(There is a lost tragedy by Sophocles’ on this topic as well.)  In order to 
shut him up, Athena (or Poseidon) send snakes to strangle him and his 
sons.  

(Another version suggests that the snakes appeared for an altogether 
unrelated reason, but the Trojans interpreted the snakes to mean that 
Laocoön was wrong about the horse and thus disregarded his warnings.) 

Result: Troy was sacked, plundered, pillaged, burned down, destroyed. 



Laocoön- ca. 150 BC.

El Greco’s Version from about 1600 AD 



The House of Atreus 

Because Agamemnon annoyed the goddess Artemis, [he boasted that he was a better 
hunter that Artemis] he couldn’t catch a wind as he tried to sail off to Troy to get Helen 
back.  A prophet told him to sacrafice one of his daughters in order to remedy the 
windless situation.  He sacraficed Iphigeneia.  He got his wind.   



Meanwhile, while fighting in Troy, Agamemnon’s wife, Clytemnestra, is 
fuming with anger.  She starts up with Aegisthus.   

When Agamemnon returns from Troy with his new concubine and prophetess 
Cassandra [prophetess to Athena and ripped from the sanctuary in Troy- big 
time no no].  Clytemnestra and lover-Aegisthus murder Agamemnon and 
Cassandra. 

Orestes, brother of Iphigeneia, is convinced by Electra, his other sister, to 
avenge his father’s murder, to murder his mother and Aegisthus. 
He was torn in two directions: “avenge my father vs. kill my mother.” 

He asked Apollo for advice. “Avenge your father.” 

He wandered the lands, distraught and miserable for years.   

Finally the curse on the house of Atreus was lifted. 


