
Quiz: 
 
1) Did Descartes believe in empty space (the vacuum)? Y or N 
 
2) How many categories of particles did Descartes propose?   
 
3) Who actually constructed Boyle’s first functioning ‘Pneumatic 

Engine’ (Air Pump)? 
 
4) Boyle promoted the supremacy of… 
  A) Platonic forms  
  B) Logical reasoning 
  C) Witnessing experiments 
  D) Authority to guide philosophy 
 
5) Boyle believed that all natural phenomena was reducible to …. 
  A) spirits (spiritus/pneuma). 
  B) mechanical principles. 
  C) Aristotelian terrestrial elements. 
  D) the Paracelsian tria prima (salt, sulphur, mercury) 
 
6) The first good vacuum chamber used by Boyle and constructed 

by #3 in ca. 1659 held 30 quarts.  About how many cubic feet is 
that? 

  A)  0.5 ft3 

  B)  1 ft3 
  C)  3 ft3 
  D)  5 ft3 
 



10) History:  
 In the 5th c. A.D. near Aleppo in what is now Syria, St. Simeon 

Stylites (or Symeon the Stylite, ca. 390 –459) wanted to spend his 
time meditating and fasting in service of the Lord.  Much like 
Hayy in his cave, in order to fast and meditate in peace Simeon 
found a pillar in some ancient ruins and perched himself on top of 
it.  But this pillar was only about 14 feet high.  This was not high 
enough.  People seeking his advise pestered him and tourists 
gawked.  So his adoring fans made him better and better pillars, 
the highest one being about 50’. 

Simeon eventually resigned himself to his fame and spoke to his 
groupies every afternoon.  They were able to ascend a ladder and 
meet with him.  He also preached to assemblies from his perch.   

After 37 years on a pillar, he finally died.  His strange habit started a 
fad of sorts and it is said that numerous copy-cat pillar-sitters 
(stylites) were all over Eastern Christendom.     

 

   
These are from Luis Buñuel's film Simón del desierto (1965) 

 



 
My Addition to his Story 
  Mystory: There has been a flood and no one has been around 

to help St. Simon with food and drink.  What had been a desert 
was transformed into a hot (nearly 110º F) horribly humid  
tropical paradise of sorts.  Fortunately Simeon has a good stash of 
Slim Jims, but unfortunately he has no water.  Ironically, there is a 
lake of fresh water about 50 feet below because of the flood, but 
Simeon will not leave his platform for any reason.  He is thirsty, 
but inwardly rejoices that he will soon meet his maker.  All of the 
sudden… God appears to St. Simeon and offers him a choice.   

 

“SIMEON,” THUNDERS THE LORD, “I WANT TO HELP YOU, BUT I 

SOMETIMES WONDER HOW SMART YOU REALLY ARE SITTING 

ATOP YOUR POLE AS YOU DO.  I HONESTLY MUST SAY THAT I 

DON’T GET IT.  IN ANY EVENT I WILL OFFER TO YOU THE 

MEANS TO SAVE YOURSELF, BUT YOU MUST CHOOSE FROM 3 

OPTIONS.” 

 
The 1st Option: I shall give you a handkerchief-sized piece of cotton 

fabric from an actual flying carpet.  Unfortunately it is all ratty and 
full of holes and has some control problems.  You can command it to 
fly, but it can only fly up and down.  No lateral movements, and it 
cannot support much more than about twice or thrice its own weight.   

 
The 2nd Option: I shall grant you three things for this 2nd option.  One 

will be this 50’ long piece of copper tubing. The copper tubing is 
about 1/4 in diameter and is very strong and straight. The second thing 



will be the ability to suck as hard as superman.  The third thing will be 
this package of Camel Filters.  

 
The 3rd Option: I shall give you 3 things:  
1. A shard from the Eternally Chilled Beer Mug of Ur.  It was broken 

long ago, but it will stay a constant 33º F (1º C) forever.  It is about the 
size of a pack of cigarettes. 

2. A 20’ long piece of fishing line. 
3. A Dixie cup.   
 
Question: Which Option will certainly lead to the death of St. Simeon 

assuming current conditions do not change? 


